THE -SECTS OF THE RAWAFID

tar :L and gathered around him amounted to- seventeen thou-
sand.   Among them was 'Ubaidallah ibn-al-Hirr, who en-
tered into* allegiance with him.   There was no* braver than
al-Hirr  in  his   day.     Ibrahim  ibn-Malik   al-Ashtar  also
joined 2 al-Mukhtar.    Among the secretaries of al-Kufah
there was  not a finer  one  than  he,  nor one  who had
more   followers.     Al-Mukhtar  set   out   with   these   men
against the governor of al-Kufah, 'Abdallah ibn-Mutr', who
on that day was at the head of twenty thousand.3    The
strife between them lasted for several days.   At the end of
this time the Zaidlyah were defeated and fled, and al-Mukh-
tar made himself governor over al-Kufah and its surround-
ings.   He also killed all those in al-Kufah who had fought
against al-Husain ibn-'Ali at Karbila'.    Then he delivered
the khutbah before the people and said:  " Praise be to
Allah who promised his friend victory and his enemy harm,
and definitely put both of them in this condition, a final dis-
position of "them and a decisive settlement.    O men, we
have heard the invitation of the preacher and  we have
received the view of the preacher how many tyrants, male
and  female,  and how many murderers do we  recall?"*
Bring hither the servants of Allah to swear allegiance to
the proper leader and to fight the enemy, and lo, I am the
leader of those who mourn, and the investigator of the
murder of the son of  the daughter of the seal of the
prophets."    He then descended from his pulpit and sent a
message by the head of his body-guard to the house of
'Umar ibn-Sa'd,r> to cut off his head.   He then cut off the

1 Wellhausen, Religios-Politischen Op positions part eieii ini Alten Islam,
pp. 28 et set/. '

~ Tabari, Chroniquc cd. Zotenberg, vol. iv, pp. 81 et scq.
3 Ibid., vol. iv, pp. 81 et seq.
* Ibid., vol. ii, p. 632.
5 Ibid., vol. iv, p. 75 et seq.
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